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SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD
‘The word of God is in no way less than the Body of Christ; nor should it be received less worthily. I
ask you, brothers or sisters, tell me: which to you seems the greater, the word of God, or the Body of
Christ? If you wish to say what is true you will have to answer that the word of God is not less than
the Body of Christ.
Therefore just as when the Body of Christ is administered to us, what care do we not use so that noth-
ing of it falls from our hands to the ground, so should we with equal care see that the word of God
which is being imparted to us shall not be lost to our soul, while we speak or think of something else.
For he who listens carelessly to the word of God is not less guilty than he who through his own inat-
tention suffers the Body of Christ to fall to the ground.’

St Caesarius of Arles (469-541)

‘Proclamation of the Word’ At the back of each church, there will be a resource produced by the
Pastoral Development Department for those people in our parish who read at Mass. If you are a
reader, please take one. If you are not a reader but would like a copy please contact Chris Higgins at
c.higgins@rcaol.org.uk to obtain one.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
ALL WHO ARE SICK Including: Our parishioners & friends, our priests.

ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY including: Margaret Ashall, Graham Atherton
Patricia Worthington, Brendan Moran, Thelma Barker, Madelaine Rourke
May they rest in peace.

ANNIVERSARIES: Bill McGuirk, Peter Mallin, Martin Ryan, Wilfred Mitchell, Graham Slater
Mary Lee, Agnes Conway, Teresa Ormrod, Mary O’Brien, Thomas Penman, Catherine Brown
Vince Sayer, Barbara Catherine Garside, Terry Andrews, Frank Dorgan James O’Shea
William Marrow Irving, Goodacre Brown, , Joan Sayer, John Wilkinson, Molly Birch

Agnes Pendlebury Catherine Brown, James McDonnell

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED: May Doran, Michael Callum, Agnes Pendlebury
Elizabeth Middlehurst, Hilda Bennett, Gerard & Veronica Aston, Ellen Ball,
Penny Arrowsmith, Rita Conroy, Brian Scott, Dennis Gould, Kelly McCann.

SANCTUARY LAMP INTENTIONS THIS WEEK
St Mary’s: Alan & Marie Unsworth (Wedding Anniversary)

St Patrick’s: Our Parish Clergy
St John’s: Marie Cusani (A)
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—-DAY IN ORDINARY TIME YR A - SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD

Holy Mass (Sunday Vigil) St Mary’s 5.0opm - Robert Burns (A)

Holy Mass St Mary’s 9.00am - Frank Foster (A)

Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church 9.15am - Gerard & Marie Dobson & Anthony Healy
St Patrick’s Coffee Morning—Lappin Room after Mass

Holy Mass St John’s 11.00am - Tony Hilton (LD)

Holy Mass St John’s 4.30pm - Parishioners

Parish Zoom Rosary 6.30pm.

Sat 24
Sun 25

Monday - St Timothy & St Titus

Adoration St John’s 8.45-9.45am
No Mass St John’s

Mon 26

Tuesday - St Angela Merici — Holocaust Memorial Day

Tue 27 Holy Mass St John’s 10.00am - Margaret Kent

St Patrick’s Adoration 6.15- 7.15pm Benediction 7.05pm (This week only)
Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church 7.30pm - Hilda Bennett

Wednesday - St Thomas Aquinas

Wed 28 Holy Mass St Mary’s 12.00pm - Bill McGuirk (A)
Rosary St Mary’s 12.30pm

No Mass St Patrick’s

| Thursday

Holy Mass with Yr 4 St Patrick’s 9.30am - Nellie Charnock

Thur 29 Requiem Mass St Patrick’s 12noon — Margaret Henry

Stai & Pra)l/ with Y1 St Mary’s & St Johns School 2.45pm

Stay & Pray with Yr 3 St Patrick’s Junior Hall 9.o5am
Holy Mass with Yr 3 St John’s 10.00am - Exam Success Thanksgiving
Cosy Night In—Lappin Room St Patrick’s 7.00pm

Fri 3o

Saturday - St John Bosco

Sat 31 Holy Mass St Mary’s 10.00am - Joseph Gallear (RIP)

Eucharistic Adoration & Confessions St Mary’s 10.30am -11.30am
Confessions St Mary’s 4.00-4.45pm

Holy Mass (Sunday Vigil) St Mary’s 5.oopm - Lilian & John Glass

'Sun1 [ FOURTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME - RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY

February Holy Mass St Mary’s 9.0oam - Peter Mallin (A)
Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church 9.15am - Jane Oakes (LD)
Holy Mass St John’s 11.00am - Marie Cusani (A)

Holy Mass St John’s 4.30pm - Parishioners (A) - Anniversary
Parish Zoom Rosary 6.30pm (LD) - Lately Dead
(B) - Birthday

WEEK OF PRAYER for CHRISTIAN UNITY 17" —2c*" JANUARY 2026

BAPTISMS: please speak to either Fr Paul or Fr John if you would like your child baptised.

CONFESSION: For 10 mins. after each weekday Mass.

St Mary’s Saturday: 10.30 - 11.30am & 4.15 - 4.45pm and St John’s Sunday: 3.45pm - 4.15pm.
PRIVATE PRAYER:

St Mary’s Church is open during the day from 10.30am on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday — 4.00pm
during the Winter.

St Patrick’s Porch for Private Prayer from Monday 5" January 8:30am-3:30pm Monday to Friday.




ST JOHN’S WELCOMERS: The new list is now available at the back of church. Everyone is invited to
take part in this ministry .

ST MARY’S ROTAS: The new rotas for Readers & Ministers are ready for collection from the sacristy.
Thank you.

DBS VOLUNTEER CHECKS: Updates are due. Further details to follow.

FAMILY OF PARISHES: Prayer Evening Thursday 2g™ January, 7.00pm Sacred Heart Social Centre.
Mary’s Meals video to be shown.

DAY PILGRIMAGE to THE GRAVE of TERESA HIGGINSON: Saturday 14" February
11.30am-3.30pmat St Winefride’s Church, Burton Rd, Little Neston, Wirral. Depending on interest we
may be able to arrange car share for the day. Lists next week.

COME AND SEE: OUR next Come and see program will be on Friday, 6" February in Sacred Heart
Church Parish centre. We will start with Tea and Coffee at 6:30pm and then we will have preaching of
the Word of God, worship songs and finish at 8pm. Our next speaker will be Fr Paul Grady. The topic
will be announced soon. Please come along with your family and friends to experience the great love
and mercy of God.

COME & SING DAY Sergei Rachmaninoff’s Vespers. Workshop 9.30am with concert 3.00-4.00pm.
Saturday 31*January at St John’s Church, Standishgate.

SPONSORING THE SANCTUARY LAMP: Beginning January 2026, you will be able to sponsor the
Sanctuary Lamp in each of our three churches. The lamp will burn for one week for your chosen
intention, recorded in the parish newsletter. The cost £10 per week. To arrange sponsorship, please
contact: Julia Gibson - St Patrick’s; Ann Foster — St Mary’s; Chris Higgins — St John’s.

‘ALL EARS’ CHARITY WALK: On Saturday 28" February there will be a sponsored walk for All Ears.
| am looking for 5 people from each church to walk . Meeting at 5.30am and walking until sunrise.
Details of the walk and All Ears to follow.

Those interested please enter name on the list at the back of church.

Contact: John Graham 07963 163335

THE FRIENDS OF ST. JOHN'S - Our apologies, there will be no Coffee Morning in January.
The next one will take place on Sunday 8" February in the Campbell Room after the 11:00am mass &
thereafter on the 2nd Sunday of each month. See you very soon for our Coffee Catchups

ST JOHN’S MISSAL DEDICATIONS: You will notice in all our churches in the parish that there are
dedications in the front of the red Sunday Missals. This is a lovely tradition — we ask everyone who
comes into church to take a look at who is in the front of the Missal they are given and pray for them
during Mass. You may not know the person but it is a great act of charity and communal prayer to
pray for that person. It’s lovely to think that someone is praying for our loved ones each week even
though we don’t know who!

We have a number of Missals that do not yet have a dedication in them. If you would like to place a
dedication for a loved one in one of the red Sunday Missals at St John’s please leave the name of the
person and a donation of £10 in an envelope marked Missal dedication for the attention of

Chris Higgins.

COSY NIGHT IN’: Come and join us on Friday 30" January for a Cosy Night in St Patrick’s Lappin
Room, from 7.00pm. This will be a relaxed evening to chat and catch up with friends and to make
new ones! Tea, coffee and hot chocolate will be provided, and anyone who wishes is very welcome
to bring their own drinks. Please also feel free to bring your own nibbles, such as cheese or snacks.
There will be a quiz and a raffle on the night, with a prize for the quiz winners. Quiz entry is £3, and
raffle tickets are £1 per strip, payable on the night. The evening is free to attend and all are welcome.

ST PATRICK’S VOLUNTEER UPDATE:

All new volunteers should now have been contacted. If you have signed up and have not yet heard
from us, please have a word with Josh, who will be happy to help. Thank you to everyone who has
offered their time and support - it is very much appreciated. Forms available at the back of you have-




AUGUST WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE There are a few places left — twin rooms only so need two
people to share (no single rooms left). Contact Chris Higgins.

LUCY’S GARDEN APPEAL: In 2015, St Patrick’s Primary School established a Prayer Garden at the
rear of the school (near Sunshine House) in loving memory of Lucy Davies, one of our parishioners
who, after a brave battle with illness, was called home to the Lord at the age of 12. Now, more than ten
years on, Lucy’s Garden is in need of some renovation. Greenmount's Projects have very kindly volun-
teered to lead this work and restore the Garden to its former beauty. The school is keen to involve
both parishioners and pupils in the project. If you are able to offer an hour or so helping to cut back
hedges and tidy the grounds in preparation for the work, alongside staff and children dur-
ing the school day, please let Josh know. This preparatory work will take place towards the end of Jan-
uary, with the Garden being refreshed in February. Lucy’s Garden will then be officially reopened and
blessed by His Grace the Archbishop on Wednesday 18" March, as part of his visit to

St Patrick’s.

SCHOOL CLEANER VACANCY: St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School is seeking to appoint a cleaner to
work Monday to Friday, 3:00pm-6:00pm, on a temporary basis until Easter. Statutory DBS checks will
be undertaken prior to appointment. If you are interested, please contact the school office (01942
233461) and ask for Mrs Davies.

Archbishop John Sherrington celebrates the MARRIAGE & FAMILY LIFE MASS

Sunday 8" February at 11:00. at the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King.

The Mass will include the renewal of marriage vows and a special blessing for those celebrating signif-
icant anniversaries. Refreshments after Mass in the Gibberd Room.

ST PATRICK’S RESTORATION UPDATE: Please hold in your prayers a further meeting, taking place
this week, to outline the next phase in the Restoration of Saint Patrick’s.

WELCOME: Through the Sacrament of Baptism, we welcome Chukwuebuka into our Parish Family,
this Sunday, at St Patrick’s. We hold them in prayer. The Baptism will be celebrated by Father John.

Holocaust Memorial Day 27'" January

‘The most frightening news brought about by the Holocaust and by what we learned of its
perpetrators, was not that this could be done to us, but the idea that we could do it’.
Zygmunt Bauman

‘History, despite its wrenching pain
Cannot be unlived,
but if faced with courage, need not be lived again.’

Maya Angelou
The Parish Important dates for your diary...

Sunday 25™ January St Patrick’s Coffee Morning Lappin Room after 9.15am Mass
Friday 30" January 7.00pm ‘Cosy Night In’ relaxing evening Lappin Room Details to follow
Sunday 1* February St Mary’s Coffee Morning after 9.ooam Mass
Monday 2" February 7.00pm St Patrick’s Crib Removal
Sunday 8" February St John’s Coffee Morning after 11.00am Mass
Wednesday 18" February Keep in Touch St Mary’s after 12.00pm Mass & Rosary
Friday 13" March 7.00pm Irish Night to celebrate the Feast
Wednesday 18" March 2026 Archbishop’s Visit St Patrick’s Church




