
30 November 2025 
The First Sunday of Advent Yr A 

THE NEW MISSAL: Mass during the day pg. 29-32 

St William Parish, Wigan 
The Churches of St Mary, St John and St Patrick 

www.stwilliamparishwigan.org 

PLEASE PRAY FOR : 

ALL WHO ARE SICK Including: Our parishioners & friends, our priests.  

ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY including: Peggy Boulton, Peter Alder.                                             
May they rest in peace.      
ANNIVERSARIES:  Thomas Arkwright,  Fred Dean, Susan Killourghry, Lillie Scandrett                                                            
Margaret & Gerard Gleeson, Evelyn & Harry Valentine, Stan Smith, Teresa Gaskell                                     
Elizabeth  Ashurst, Catherine & Stanley Bird, Margaret & Gerard Gleeson, Brendan King                   
Ann Fairhurst, Veronica Howarth, John Holland                                                                                                           
Harold McIntyre, Mary Lundy, Josephine Gerard, Jonathan Killeen, Patrick Healy . 
MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED: Agnes Duddy, Terry Chadwick, Steven Walmsley 
Liam & Dominic Maye,  Pat Pitcher, Alan Unsworth, William Glover                                                                                                  
Fr Ron & Maureen McGivern, Exam Results & Success 

LIVERPOOL RC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. REGISTERED CHARITY No. 1199714 

 Parish Priest:   Fr Paul Grady  Assistant Priest:  Fr John Causey 
 (Fr Paul) St Mary’s, Standishgate, Wigan WN1 1XLTel: 01942 242066 
 (Fr John) St John’s, 13 Powell St, Wigan, WN1 1XD  Tel: 01942 247561 
 St Patrick’s Postal Address:  67 Hardybutts, Wigan, WN1 3RZ 

   Parish email: stwilliam@rcaol.org.uk 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 

ADVENT SERVICE 
St John’s Church, Standishgate on the First Sunday of Advent, 30th November 6.00pm. 

Music and Readings for the season of Advent. 
 

MORNING & EVENING PRAYER DURING ADVENT  St Patrick’s Church  
Morning Prayer will be at 7:30am and Evening Prayer at 7:00pm, Monday - Friday.                                                         

This begins on Monday 1st December - all welcome!                                                                                                        
Please note there is no Evening Prayer on Wednesdays due to Adoration                                                        

but the books will be available if you wish to pray it privately before the Lord. 
 

CHRISTMAS MASSES for ST WILLIAM’S PARISH 
Christmas Eve Wednesday 24th December 

5.00pm Children’s Mass St Patrick’s 
6.30pm St Mary’s 

(11.00pm Carols) 11.30pm St John’s  
Christmas Day Thursday 25th December 

9.00am St Mary’s 
9:15am St Patrick’s 
11.00am St John’s 

 

 

EVENING OF RECOLLECTION FOR MEN: Fr O’Shea will lead the evening at 7:00pm, Thursday 11th 

December, at Our Lady and All Saints Church, Lancaster Lane, Parbold, WN8 7HS.                                               
The evening will start with Adoration, with two talks and Benediction, followed by refreshments.                   

All men welcome. NB, There is plenty of parking on site.  

mailto:stwilliam@rcaolp.co.uk


 
 
Sat 29 
Sun 30 
 
 

FIRST SUNDAY of ADVENT Yr A  
Holy Mass  (Sunday Vigil) St Mary’s 5.00pm - Valerie Anne Jones; Pious List 
Holy Mass St Mary’s 9.00am - Susan Killourghy (A); Pious List 
Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church 9.15am - Arthur Harrison-Scott; Pious List 
Holy Mass St John’s 11.00am - Teresa Gaskell (A); Pious List 
Holy Mass St John’s 4.30pm - Evelyn & Harry Valentine (A); Pious List 
ADVENT SERVICE ST JOHN’S CHURCH 6.00pm 
Parish Zoom Rosary 6.30pm. 

Mon 1 
December 

Monday   -  The Feast of St Andrew-Apostle 
Eucharistic Adoration St John’s  8.45-9.45am 
Holy Mass St John’s 10.00am  -  Parishioners 

Tue 2 
 

Tuesday   
Cleaning Team St Mary’s 9.00am 
Holy Mass St John’s 10.00am   -  Katherine Turner (LD) 
Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church 7.30pm  - Shelagh, Martin & Andrew Maye  

Wed 3 
                                                        

 Wednesday  - St Francis Xavier  - Day of Prayer for Migrants   

Holy Mass St Mary’s 12.00pm  -  Stan Smith (A) 
Advent Rosary St Mary’s 12.30pm  
Requiem Mass St John’s 1.00pm  -  Peggy Boulton 
No Adoration St Patrick’s 
No Mass St Patrick’s CONFIRMATION MASS St Cuthbert’s 7.00pm 

Thur 4 

Thursday   
Holy Mass with Yrs 5 & 6  St Patrick’s  Infant Hall 9.30am - Barbara Roberts 
Ladies Group Social 12.30pm 
No Mass St William’s School 
NB: Evening Prayer St Patrick’s earlier tonight  at 6.15pm 
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour St Mary’s 7.30pm (Rosary 7.10pm) 

Fri 5 

Friday  -  St John Almond 
Stay & Pray with Yr 3 St Patrick’s Junior Hall  9.05am 
Holy Mass  with Yr 5 St John’s 10.00am  -  Joseph Kuruvilla 
Funeral Service St John’s 12.00pm  -  Peter Barry Alder 
First Friday Rosary for the Sick Lappin Room 12.15pm 

Sat 6 
 
 

Saturday   
Cleaning  St Patrick’s Church Main Nave 9.00am  
Holy Mass St Mary’s 10.00am  -  Elizabeth Ashurst (A) 
Eucharistic Adoration & Confessions St Mary’s 10.30-11.30am 
First Saturday Advent Rosary St John’s 10.00am  
Cleaning St John’s 10.30am 
Confessions St Mary’s 4.00-4.45pm  
Holy Mass (Sunday Vigil) St Mary’s 5.00pm  -  Catherine & Stanley Bird (A) 

Sun 7 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY of  ADVENT YR A 

Holy Mass St Mary’s 9.00am  -  Margaret & Gerard Gleeson (A) 
Coffee Morning St Mary’s after Mass 
Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church 9.15am  -  
Coffee Morning St Patrick’s Lappin Room after Mass 
Holy Mass with Children’s Liturgy St John’s 11.00am -  Mark Wood (LD) 
Holy Mass St John’s 4.30pm -   
Parish Zoom Rosary 6.30pm 

(A) - Anniversary        
(LD) - Lately Dead 
(B) - Birthday 

BAPTISMS: please speak to either Fr Paul or Fr John if you would like your child  baptised.   

CONFESSION: For 10 mins. after each weekday Mass.                                                                                                     
St Mary’s Saturday: 10.30 – 11.30am & 4.15 - 4.45pm and St John’s Sunday: 3.45pm - 4.15pm.  
PRIVATE PRAYER: St Mary’s is open during the day - 10.30am – 4.30pm on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday; 10.00am – 4.00pm on Thursday. 
MASS INTENTIONS: Please will you include, with your intention, the name of the church or churches 
(2nd choice), where you would like the Mass to be said. 



NOVENA to Our Lady of Perpetual Succour: St Mary’s,  Thursday 7.30pm with Rosary  at 7.10pm. 
The Solemnity of The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary  Monday 8th December. 
Mass 12.00pm St John’s, with Hour of Grace 12.00-1.00pm. 
 

PARISH MEMORIAL MASS: Thank you to everyone who helped to make our first Parish of St William 
Memorial Mass at St Patrick’s on Wednesday such a prayerful success. Fifty seven candles burned on 
the Sanctuary for those who have had their funerals celebrated in our three churches since the previ-
ous November. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS: Last Sunday afternoon, three members of the Archdiocese of Liverpool were 
presented with the Pontifical Order of St Gregory the Great, including Michael Sharkey from our             
parish.  Michael, CEO of Greenmount Projects in Wigan, has supported numerous parish and commu-
nity projects across the archdiocese, especially in Wigan, giving his time, expertise and encourage-
ment to work that benefits many in the local community. He is one of the key figures of the 
#Liverpool4Ukraine aid project and is preparing for another vital trip to Sambir-Drohobych eparchy, 
our sister diocese in Northwest Ukraine. Well done Michael! 
 

READERS & MINISTERS at ST MARY’S CHURCH:  Please would you collect your rotas from the                       
sacristy. Thank you. 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY CHRISTINGLE SERVICE  led by the Children’s Liturgy Group 
Sunday 14th December, 3rd Week of Advent, St John’s Church at 6.00pm: all very welcome. 
 

ARCHDIOCESAN YOUNG ADULT GROUP (18-35yrs): ask ‘Is Scripture outdated’ with an invitation to 
the next talk /discussion at Pauline Book Centre, Church St, Liverpool; 6.30pm Tuesday 16th December,                               
with Fr Hugh Donleavy. Enquiries to: m.mui@rcaol.org.uk .  

RCIA Course 2025: The RCIA program for adults and those aged 14 and over, who would like enter 
into the Catholic Church, receive the sacrament of Confirmation, be baptised into the Catholic Church, 
or simply get a better understanding of the Catholic Faith, starts on the 6th December 2025. Sessions 
take place every 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month at 6.00pm at St John's Presbytery, 13 Powell St, 
Wigan WN1 1XD.Please could all those wanting to join the course (except those who are already bap-
tised and confirmed Catholics), please complete the online application form at:                                                                
https://www.parishnavigator.com/public-forms/531bfb49-2f6f-401e-ae7d-8fb53946bafb                                                  
or call:  01942 947194 or email stedward@rcaol.org.uk  
 

‘Keep in Touch’ SPANA PLANT SALE raised £288.00 for the Spana charity. Thank you very much for 
your support. All the plants were sold to good homes, including  the Tradescantia.  

MARY’S MEALS: Foreign Currency Collection: A huge thank you to the Wigan Parishes from our  
local organiser. The amount raised-£579.29. That is 5,742 meals, and will feed 30 children for one year. 

St John's Marks & Spencer CHRISTMAS RAFFLE : tickets £1 a strip will be on sale after Masses on 
Sunday 30th November.  and the winner/s will be drawn after the 11am Mass on Sunday 
21st December.  All proceeds will go to The Wigan Family of Parishes charity, The Brick.  

OUR THREE CHURCH REPOSITORIES are stocked with lovely things for Christmas—cards, advent 
calendars, 2026 Diaries and calendars, and lots more. Come and browse after Mass. 
 

ST PATRICK’S CHURCH UPDATE:  
Sunday, Tuesday, and Wednesday Masses and weekly Adoration will be celebrated in Church. 

Thursday morning Mass will continue in the School Hall. 
Confessions will be in the Sacristy. 

Baptisms can now be celebrated at the font. 
Funerals remain suspended until the roof works are fully completed. 

Thank you for your understanding and support. 
 

RUFFORD OLD HALL-Parish Christmas Visit Friday 12th December:  a few places still available.We 
hope to include another venue in the trip such as a garden centre. Costs very reasonable If you are in-
terested in joining us, please add your name and contact details to the list in church. 
 

 

https://www.parishnavigator.com/public-forms/531bfb49-2f6f-401e-ae7d-8fb53946bafb
mailto:stedward@rcaol.org.uk


The Parish            Important  dates for your diary...  

Sunday 30th November 6.00pm  Advent Service St John’s Church 

Tuesday 2nd December 9.00am Church Cleaning Team St Mary’s  

Sunday 7th December  St Mary’s Coffee Morning after 9.00am Mass 

Sunday 7th December  St Patrick’s Coffee Morning after 9.15am Mass 

Thursday 11th  December 1.00pm  Ladies Christmas Party Brick Community Stadium  

Friday 12th December Parish Trip Rufford Old Hall  

Saturday 13th December Messiah St Michael’s Church 

Sunday 14th December 6.00pm Christingle Service St John’s 

Friday 19th December  St Patrick’s Primary School Advent Service Venue TBC 

Sunday 21st December  St Patrick’s Crib & Christmas Tree decorating after Mass 

PATRONAL FEAST of ST JOHN.  To celebrate the feast of St John on 27th December we have booked 
lunch at Papa Luigi’s (Wigan Lane) at 1pm, the price is £32.99 for 3 courses.  This will follow Holy Mass 
at 11.30am with the traditional Blessing of Wine.  At the back of each church there are menus and 
forms to complete if you wish to join us.  A £10pp deposit is required, details of who to hand this to is 
shown on the form.  Everyone is welcome, not just those who worship at St John’s. 
 

SPONSORING THE SANCTUARY LAMP 
The Sanctuary Lamp - the red candle that burns beside the Tabernacle - reminds us that Our Lord is 
truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. Though it burns for everyone, it may also be offered for partic-
ular intentions or in memory of loved ones throughout the week. Beginning January 2026, you will be 
able to sponsor the Sanctuary Lamp in each of our three churches. The lamp will burn for one week 
for your chosen intention, which will be recorded in the parish newsletter. The cost is a minimum do-
nation of £10 per week. To arrange sponsorship, please contact: Julia Gibson – St Patrick’s 
Ann Foster – St Mary’s; Chris Higgins – St John’s. 
 

THE BRICK: The Wigan Family of Parishes are supporting The Brick charity this autumn/winter in 
their ongoing appeals.  
Throughout November we will have a drive to 'Wrap up Wigan'  - Socks, gloves hats, warm clothing. 
During December it will be 'Fill A Plate for Christmas'- Food items .                                                                                      
Please see the posters on notice boards that give more information about what is required and 
bring any donations to the churches and leave in collection areas We will arrange to collect and 
deliver these to The Brick.  
 

ST PATRICK’S CHRISTMAS MEMORY TREE: Purchase a name tag (£1 each), from  the Piety Stall, write 
the name of a deceased loved one and place it on the tree. All proceeds to ongoing church restoration 
ST PATRICK’S VOLUNTEER DRIVE: Please return your volunteer forms to the box at the back of the 
church as soon as possible. Thank you for considering how you can help share your gifts and talents to 
support the smooth running of the Church.  
ST PATRICK’S GOLD VESTMENT: In thanksgiving for the first phase of the restoration of the Church 
and the long-awaited roof works, a new Gold Vestment set has recently been purchased in Rome. It 
will be worn at Christmas, Easter and other special feasts, including St Patrick’s Day. The set features 
an embroidered Celtic cross - a fitting design! A retiring collection will be taken as you leave the 9:15am 
Mass this Sunday and next for anyone who wishes to contribute towards the cost in thanksgiving. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 

TRAIN to TEACH with WCPA: Open Evening: Tuesday 16th December, 4-6:00pm at St Patrick’s.                      
To book your place, email: WCPA@saintpatricks.wigan.sch.uk To apply, visit the government website, 
search “Wigan”, and look for our course code V912. 
 

ANNUAL CAFOD CAROL SERVICE:                                                                                                                                
Wednesday 10th December, 7.00pm St Teresa’s Church, College Rd, Upholland.  

mailto:WCPA@saintpatricks.wigan.sch.uk

