
21 December 2025 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent Yr A 

THE NEW MISSAL: Mass during the day pg. 42-45 

St William Parish, Wigan 
The Churches of St Mary, St John and St Patrick 

www.stwilliamparishwigan.org 

PLEASE PRAY FOR : 

ALL WHO ARE SICK Including: Our parishioners & friends, our priests.  

ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY including:  Thelma Barker, Madeleine Rourke, Tony Hilton                                                                    
Deacon Bob Smith,  Peggy Boulton, Peter Alder, Frank Gavaghan, James Maloney Carl Meadows                                         
Joseph O Neill, Jane Oakes (née McNulty), Mary Hampson (née McGuiness).                                                           
May they rest in peace.      
 

ANNIVERSARIES: John Siney, Agnes Duddy, Judith Traynor, Thomas Dawber, William Glover                                           
Steven Walmsley, Rene Caunce, Betty &  Tommy Carter, Joseph Ellis Green, Catherine Brown 
Thomas Penman,  William Walsh, Mary Berry, Dawn Taylor, Doris Stokes, Thomas Houghton 
Joseph Lannon Mary Collier, Susan Winstanley, Terry Chadwick, William Schofield 
Dorothy Doherty, Tom Carney, Muriel Percival, John Rylance, Joseph Dickinson, George Birch 
Joseph Gleeson, Henry Curran, Winifred Cowap. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED:  Benjamin Southern, Kathleen Southern, Marie Forshaw 
Frank Johnson,  Sheila Anne Thorpe, Jane Oakes, Thomas Collier, Terry Harrington                                        
Kevin & Sean McLoughlin, John & Margaret Moreton, Elaine Harris, Joseph & Catherine Green 
John Robert & Mary Ann Thomas, James Sinclair, Thomas McGann & Mary Leonard                                                 
Jim McLoughlin, Martin, Michael & Kathleen Gannon. 
 

SANCTUARY LAMP INTENTION: St Patrick’s: Albert Gubay. 

LIVERPOOL RC ARCHDIOCESAN TRUSTEES INC. REGISTERED CHARITY No. 1199714 

 Parish Priest:   Fr Paul Grady  Assistant Priest:  Fr John Causey 
 (Fr Paul) St Mary’s, Standishgate, Wigan WN1 1XLTel: 01942 242066 
 (Fr John) St John’s, 13 Powell St, Wigan, WN1 1XD  Tel: 01942 247561 
 St Patrick’s Postal Address:  67 Hardybutts, Wigan, WN1 3RZ 

       Parish email: stwilliam@rcaol.org.uk 

Parish Newsletter for  
Weeks Sunday 21st to Sunday 4th January 2026 
Please keep this Newsletter for two weeks’ information 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES for ST WILLIAM’S  
Christmas Eve Wednesday 24th December 
5.00pm Children’s Mass St Patrick’s 
6.30pm St Mary’s 
(11.00pm Carols) 11.30pm St John’s  
Christmas Day Thursday 25th December 
9.00am St Mary’s 
9:15am St Patrick’s 
11.00am St John’s 
 

 

CLOSE OF JUBILEE YEAR 
In the Archdiocese of Liverpool 
The Jubilee Year ends on Sunday 28th December   
The Feast of the Holy Family.                                                        
To mark this occasion, Archbishop John Sherring-
ton will celebrate Mass at 11:00am on Sunday                      
28th December at the Metropolitan Cathedral of 
Christ the King. All are welcome to attend. 

In RomeThe Jubilee Year closes on 6th January  
The Feast of The Epiphany.  

mailto:stwilliam@rcaolp.co.uk


 
 
Sat 20 
Sun 21 
 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT Yr A  

Holy Mass  (Sunday Vigil) St Mary’s 5.00pm - Agnes Duddy (A) 
BLESSING of THE BAMBINELLI at all THE MASSES TODAY 
Holy Mass St Mary’s 9.00am - Steven Walmsley (A) 
Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church 9.15am - Violet & Ronald Ashton 
Christmas Crib & Tree Decorating St Patrick’s  after Mass 
Holy Mass  St John’s 11.00am - John Siney (A) 
Holy Mass St John’s 4.30pm - Parishioners 
PEACE VIGIL St John’s 6.00pm - Prayers For conflict in the world & for peace 
Parish Zoom Rosary 6.30pm. 

Mon 22 
 

Monday    

Adoration St John’s  8.45-9.45am 
Holy Mass St John’s  10.00am - Annie Culshaw (A) 
Advent Rosary St Patrick’s Lappin Room 12.15pm (NB: not Tuesday) 

Tue 23 
 

Tuesday   

Holy Mass St John’s 10.00am  -  Judith Traynor (A) 
Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church 7.30pm  - Alan Unsworth 

Wed 24 
                                                        

 Wednesday  -  Christmas Eve 

Christmas Crib & Tree Decorating St John’s from 9.00pm 
No Mass St Mary’s  
St Mary’s Church open for Rosary & prayer 12noon 
Holy  Mass  of Christmas - Children’s St Patrick’s 5.00pm  -   Dorothy Breheny   
Holy Mass of Christmas - Children’s St Mary’s 6.30pm  -  Fr Johnson 
Carols St John’s from 11.00pm 
Holy Mass of Christmas St John’s 11.30pm  -  Parishioners 

Thur 25 

Thursday  -  THE SOLEMNITY of THE NATIVITY of OUR LORD 
Holy Mass of Christmas St Mary’s 9.00am  -  Keith Walsh 
Holy Mass  of Christmas St Patrick’s 9.15am  -  Brian Scott  
Holy Mass of Christmas St John’s 11.00am  - Thanksgiving for Blessings Received this Year 

Fri 26 
Friday  -  The Feast of St Stephen 

Holy Mass  St John’s 12noon  -  Thomas Dawber (A) 

Sat 27 
 
 

Saturday  -  The Feast of St John the Evangelist 
No Mass St Mary’s. No Eucharistic Adoration & Confessions St Mary’s 
Confessions St John’s 11.00am 
Holy Mass St John’s 11.30am  -  Brian Rignal 
Feast Day Celebration lunch 
Confessions St Mary’s 4.00-4.45pm  
Holy Mass (Sunday Vigil) St Mary’s 5.00pm  -  Kathleen & Benjamin Southern (A) 

Sun 28 
 

SUNDAY - THE FEAST of THE HOLY FAMILY  & The Holy Innocents 
THE CLOSE of THE JUBILEE YEAR-LIVERPOOL 
Holy Mass St Mary’s 9.00am  -  Deceased Members of the Halliwell Family 
Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church 9.15am  -  John & Anne Towey 
Holy Mass St John’s 11.00am -  William Killourhry 
Holy Mass St John’s 4.30pm -  Parishioners 
Parish Zoom Rosary 6.30pm 

(A) - Anniversary        
(LD) - Lately Dead 
(B) - Birthday 

Please Note: Morning Prayer of the Church begins at 9.15am this week at St Patrick’s. 

BAPTISMS: please speak to either Fr Paul or Fr John if you would like your child  baptised.   

CONFESSION: For 10 mins. after each weekday Mass.                                                                                                     
St Mary’s Saturday: 10.30 – 11.30am & 4.15 - 4.45pm and St John’s Sunday: 3.45pm - 4.15pm.  
PRIVATE PRAYER: St Mary’s Church is open during the day from 10.30am on Monday, Tuesday,                        
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday – 4.00pm during the Winter. 
St Patrick’s Porch for Private Prayer from Monday 5th January 8:30am-3:30pm Monday to Friday.  



Mon 29 
 

Monday   -  St Thomas of Canterbury 

Adoration St John’s 8.45-9.45am  
Holy Mass St John’s  10.00am  - Terry Chadwick (A) 

Tue 30 
 

Tuesday   

Holy Mass St John’s 10.00am   -  Carney & Doherty Families 
Rosary St Patrick’s Lappin Room 12.15pm 
Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church 7.30pm  - Terry Harrington 

Wed 31 
                                                        

 Wednesday  -  St Sylvester 

Holy Mass St Mary’s 12.00pm  -  William Schofield (A) 
Rosary St Mary’s  12.30pm 
No Mass . No Adoration St Patrick’s  
Midnight Mass Sacred Heart Church (Holy Hour from 11.00pm before Mass) 

Thursday 
 1 

January 

Thursday  -  THE SOLEMNITY of MARY THE HOLY MOTHER of GOD 
Holy  Mass St Patrick’s  12noon  -  John & Margaret Moreton   
 

Fri 2 
Friday  - St Basil the Great & St Gregory Nazianzen 

Holy Mass  St John’s 10.00am  -  Charles & Margaret Collier 

Sat 3 
 
 

Saturday  - The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Holy Mass St Mary’s 10.00am  -  Ann Stridgeon (RIP) 
Eucharistic Adoration & Confessions St Mary’s 10.30-11.30am 
Confessions St Mary’s 4.00-4.45pm  
Holy Mass (Sunday Vigil) St Mary’s 5.00pm  - Betty & Tommy Carter (A)  

Sun 4 
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY 

Holy Mass St Mary’s 9.00am  -  Rene Caunce (A) 
Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church 9.15am  -  Martin, Kathleen & Michael Gannon 
Holy Mass with Children’s Liturgy St John’s 11.00am -  Tracy & Rose Families 
Holy Mass St John’s 4.30pm -  Parishioners 
Parish Zoom Rosary 6.30pm 

Thursday 1st  January - THE SOLEMNITY of MARY THE MOTHER of GOD 
There will be Holy Hour followed by Midnight Mass at Sacred Heart Church                                                     

to celebrate the Feast and the start of the New Year. All welcome. 
 

Tuesday 6th January THE FEAST of THE EPIPHANY  - A Holy Day of Obligation 
And The Close of The Jubilee Year in Rome 

COME & SEE Sacred Heart Church Friday 2nd January  6.00pm. 

CAFOD Christmas Fun Run: All are welcome at CAFOD’s annual Christmas Fun Run at Wavertree 
Sports Park, L15 4LE on Saturday 27 December 2025.  

THE BRICK: The Wigan Family of Parishes are supporting The Brick charity this autumn/winter in 
their ongoing appeals. THANK YOU for your tremendously generous response to the appeal.  
During December it will be 'Fill A Plate for Christmas'- Food items.                                                                                       
Please see the posters on notice boards that give more information about what is required and 
bring any donations to the churches and leave in collection areas.  

 

OUR THREE CHURCH REPOSITORIES are stocked with lovely things for Christmas—cards, advent 
calendars, 2026 Diaries and calendars, and lots more. Come and browse after Mass. 

SPONSORING THE SANCTUARY LAMP: Beginning January 2026, you will be able to sponsor the 
Sanctuary Lamp in each of our three churches. The lamp will burn for one week for your chosen in-
tention, recorded in the parish newsletter. The cost £10 per week. To arrange sponsorship, please 
contact: Julia Gibson – St Patrick’s; Ann Foster – St Mary’s; Chris Higgins – St John’s. 
 

ST. JOHN’S GARDENING ANGELS have now finished for the winter months . Gardening will resume 
in early spring. Many thanks for all your help & commitment throughout the year. Happy Resting!  



The Parish            Important  dates for your diary...  

Sunday 21st December 6.00pm Peace Vigil St John’s  - Prayer & reflection  

Wednesday 24th December 9.00am St John’s Crib & Christmas Tree decorating 

Sunday 28th December Close of Jubilee Year in Liverpool Archdiocese 

Wednesday 31st December 11.00am Holy Hour followed by Midnight Mass Sacred Heart Church 

Thursday 1st January 2026 The Feast of Mary Mother of God  & New Year’s Day 

Tuesday 6th January 2026 The Feast of the Epiphany of The Lord  Masses TBA  

Wednesday 18th March 2026 Archbishop’s Visit St Patrick’s Church 

 
 

 

As is our tradition, offerings given at our Cribs this year will be donated to support those in 
need. Thank you, in advance, for your generosity. 

             Little Lamb who made thee?  
     Dost thou know who made thee? 
       Gave thee life & bid thee feed.  
    By the stream & o'er the mead; 
   Gave thee clothing of delight, 
   Softest clothing wooly bright; 
  Gave thee such a tender voice, 
  Making all the vales rejoice!  
   Little Lamb who made thee?  
Little Lamb who made thee?  

         Little Lamb I'll tell thee, 
        Little Lamb I'll tell thee! 
      He is called by thy name, 
  For he calls himself a Lamb:  
    He is meek & he is mild,  
   He became a little child:  
    I a child & thou a lamb,  
  We are called by his name. 
Little Lamb God bless thee.  
Little Lamb God bless thee. 

 

A Happy Blessed & Peaceful Christmas to all our parishioners,                                              
your families & friends and to all our visitors to the churches                                     

this Christmas time.  
Thank you for all your  hard work and contributions to parish life 

which have been so much appreciated this season                                                    
and during the year. 

                                                          From Fr Paul & Fr John 

;  

 


