14 December 2025

The Third Sunday of Advent Yr A
THE NEW MISSAL: Mass during the day pg. 38-41

St William Parish, Wigan

The Churches of St Mary, St John and St Patrick

www.stwilliamparishwigan.org

Parish Priest: Fr Paul Grady Assistant Priest: Fr John Causey

(Fr Paul) St Mary’s, Standishgate, Wigan WN11XLTel: 01942 242066
(FrJohn) St John’s, 13 Powell St, Wigan, WN11XD Tel: 01942 247561
St Patrick’s Postal Address: 67 Hardybutts, Wigan, WN1 3RZ
Parish email: stwilliamercaol.org.uk

CHRISTMAS MASSES for ST WILLIAM’S PARISH

. Christmas Eve Wednesday 24" December
s 5.00pm Children’s Mass St Patrick’s
. 6.30pm St Mary’s
. (11.0opm Carols) 11.30pm St John’s
- % Christmas Day Thursday 25" December
5, & o oW, TR RS 9.00am St Mary’s
v 2 e R 9:15am St Patrick’s
SCFeis A 11.00am St John’s

ADVENT HOLY HOUR Monday 15" December at 2.00pm in Sacred Heart Church
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with readings, prayers and reflection, & Confessions, concluding
with Benediction. This is an opportunity to prepare for the great Feast of Christmas by spending a
quiet hour before the Blessed Sacrament as we draw to the end of Advent.

(Join us for refreshments afterwards)

MORNING & EVENING PRAYER DURING ADVENT St Patrick’s Church
Morning Prayer will be at 7:30am and Evening Prayer at 7:00pm, Monday - Friday.
Check listing for time changes.

Please note there is no Evening Prayer on Wednesdays due to Adoration
but the books will be available if you wish to pray it privately before the Lord.

Please pick up a list of all the Christmas Masses for

the Wigan Family of Parishes

PLEASE PRAY FOR :

ALL WHO ARE SICK Including: Our parishioners & friends, our priests.

ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DIED RECENTLY including: Deacon Bob Smith, Tony Hilton
Peggy Boulton, Peter Alder, Frank Gavaghan, James Maloney, Carl Meadows , Joseph O Neill
Jane Oakes (née McNulty), Mary Hampson (née McGuiness). May they rest in peace.
ANNIVERSARIES: Marion Allen, Anthony Walsh, Catherine McCormick, James Devine
Bridget Bolton, Frank Borland, Patrick Gannon, Mary Clossick, Catherine Gannon

Bob Collier, Ann Hilton, , Bertha Winstanley, Edgar Stephen’s, Patricia Booth
Bernadette Downes.

MASS INTENTIONS RECEIVED: Tony Hilton, Rene Caunce, The Tracy & Rose Family
Thomas Dawber, John Siney, Jane Oakes, Sini Jobi, Andrew Drysdale.
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Sat13 Holy Mass (Sunday Vigil) St Mary’s 5.0opm - Ellen Littlehales (A)
Sun 14 Holy Mass St Mary’s 9.00am - Sandra Green

Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church g.15am - The Whyte Family

Holy Mass St John’s 11.00am - Rita Warrington (A)

Holy Mass St John’s 4.30pm - Parishioners

Children’s Christingle Service St John’s 6.00pm

Parish Zoom Rosary 6.30pm.

Monday -

No Adoration St John’s
No Mass St John’s - Deacon Smith’s Requiem Mass 10.30am St Jude’s Church

Mon 15

Tuesday

Tue 16 Requiem Mass St John’s 10.30am - Tony Hilton
Advent Rosary St Patrick’s Lappin Room 12.15pm

Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church 7.30pm - William Glover

Wednesday -

Holy Mass St Mary’s 12.00pm - Jane Oakes ( née McNulty)
Wed 17 Advent Rosary St Mary’s 12.30pm

Requiem Mass St Mary’s 1.30pm - Carl Anthony Meadows
Adoration & Benediction St Patrick’s 6.15pm

Holy Mass St Patrick’s 7.30pm - Helen, Liam & Dominic Maye

Thursday -

No Mass St Patrick’s

Funeral Service St Mary’s 10.00am - Joseph Kevin O’ Neill
Holy Mass St William’s School 2.00pm - Prayers Answered

Thur 18

Friday -

Stay & Pray with Yr 1 St Patrick’s Infant Hall 9.05am

Holy Mass St John’s 10.00am - M T Joseph (A)

St Patrick’s School Advent Service St Patrick’s Church 12.40pm

Fri1g

Saturday -

Cleaning St Patrick’s Church Main Nave 9.00am

Sat 20 Holy Mass St Mary’s 10.00am - Selena & William Leonard (A)
Eucharistic Adoration & Confessions St Mary’s 10.30-11.30am
Confessions St Mary’s 4.00-4.45pm

RCIA Meeting Campbell Room St John’s 6.00pm

Holy Mass (Sunday Vigil) St Mary’s 5.oopm - Agnes Duddy (A)

Sun 21
BLESSING of THE BAMBINELLI at all THE MASSES TODAY (A) - Anniversary
Holy Mass St Mary’s 9.00am - Steven Walmsley (A) (LD) - Lately Dead
Holy Mass St Patrick’s Church g9.15am - Violet & Ronald Ashton (B) - Birthday
Holy Mass St John’s 11.00am - John Siney (A)

Holy Mass St John’s 4.30pm - Parishioners

Peace Vigil St John’s 6.00pm

Parish Zoom Rosary 6.30pm

BAPTISMS: please speak to either Fr Paul or Fr John if you would like your child baptised.

CONFESSION: For 10 mins. after each weekday Mass.

St Mary’s Saturday: 10.30 - 11.30am & 4.15 - 4.45pm and St John’s Sunday: 3.45pm - 4.15pm.
PRIVATE PRAYER: St Mary’s is open during the day - 10.30am — 4.00pm on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Friday; 10.00am — 4.00pm on Thursday, during the Winter.

MASS INTENTIONS: Please will you include, with your intention, the name of the church or churches
(2" choice), where you would like the Mass to be said.




REQUIEM MASS for Deacon Robert Smith 10.30am St Jude’s, Monday 15" December
May he rest in peace

CHILDREN'’S LITURGY CHRISTINGLE SERVICE led by the Children’s Liturgy Group.
Sunday 14" December, 3™ Week of Advent, St John’s Church at 6.00pm: all very welcome.

BLESSING OF THE BAMBINELLI: Will take place this year on the 4™ Sunday of Advent, 21 December,
at the gam, 9:15am and 11am Masses. Please bring your figures of the Christ Child with you to Mass on
that day.

ST JOHN'S Marks & Spencer CHRISTMAS RAFFLE tickets £1 a strip will be on sale after Masses from
Sunday 30" November. and the winner/s will be drawn after the 1.00am Mass on Sunday.
21" December. All proceeds will go to The Wigan Family of Parishes charity, The Brick.

KEEP IN TOUCH CHRISTMAS SPECIAL: Wednesday 17" December St Mary’s Presbytery, 12.30pm.
Raffle, Quiz, Tombola and all things Christmas. Everyone welcome.

"YOUR LIGHT WILL COME" Tuesday 16" December, 7.00pm at St Aidan's Church.
A journey through Advent. A service of readings, reflections, prayers & carols followed by refresh-
ments in the parish centre. All welcome.

ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL ADVENT SERVICE: Mrs Hobden and the School warmly invite Pa-
rishioners and Friends to the Advent Service in Church this coming Friday, 19th December, beginning
at 12:40pm. This will be the school’s first time in Church since St Patrick’s Day in March. There will be a
retiring collection to support the work of Nugent Care.

PEACE VIGIL SUNDAY 21°" December 6.00PM St John’s Church Standishgate:
Prayer and reflection for the current conflicts throughout the world.

CHRISTMAS CLEAN & SETTING UP OF TREES AND CRIB: St John’s will be on Christmas Eve,
Wednesday 24" from g.00am. St Patrick’s on 21™ after 9.15am Mass.

ARCHDIOCESAN YOUNG ADULT GROUP (18-35yrs): ask ‘Is Scripture outdated’
with an invitation to the next talk /discussion at Pauline Book Centre, Church St, Liverpool; 6.30pm
Tuesday 16" December, with Fr Hugh Donleavy. Enquiries to: m.mui@rcaol.org.uk .

RUFFORD OLD HALL-Parish Christmas Visit Friday 12" December: Wonderful Parish outing, en-
joyed by everyone. Thank you to Mary for organising.

RCIA Course 2025: Next session Saturday 20" December 6.00pm at St John's Presbytery. The RCIA
program for adults and those aged 14 and over, who would like enter into the Catholic Church, receive
the sacrament of Confirmation, be baptised into the Catholic Church, or simply get a better under-
standing of the Catholic Faith, starts on the 6% December 2025. Sessions take place every 1™ and

3" Saturday of the month at, St John’s 13 Powell St, Wigan WN1 1XD.Please could all those wanting
to join the course (except those who are already baptised and confirmed Catholics), please complete
the online application form at: https://www.parishnavigator.com/public-forms/531bfb49-2f6f-401e-
ae7d-8fb53946bafb or call: 01942 947194 or email stedward@rcaol.org.uk

OUR THREE CHURCH REPOSITORIES are stocked with lovely things for Christmas—cards, advent
calendars, 2026 Diaries and calendars, and lots more. Come and browse after Mass.

ST PATRICK’S RESTORATION UPDATE: Scaffolding around the exterior of the church has been
removed. Although the restoration is not yet complete, this marks a positive step towards the full
reopening of the church. Interior scaffolding will remain in place for the time being. From week begin-
ning Monday 5" January 2026, funerals will begin to be celebrated once again at St Patrick’s Church.
Sincere thanks to everyone who has given their time to help clean and prepare the church each week
over these last few months. We are indebted to your kindness and generous giving of your time.

PATRONAL FEAST of ST JOHN. To celebrate the Feast of St John on 27" December
Holy Mass at 11.30am followed by lunch at Papa Luigi’s at 1.00pm.
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SPONSORING THE SANCTUARY LAMP: The Sanctuary Lamp - the red candle that burns beside the
Tabernacle - reminds us that Our Lord is truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. Though it burns for
everyone, it may also be offered for particular intentions or in memory of loved ones throughout the
week. Beginning January 2026, you will be able to sponsor the Sanctuary Lamp in each of our three
churches. The lamp will burn for one week for your chosen intention, which will be recorded in the
parish newsletter. The cost is a minimum donation of £10 per week. To arrange sponsorship, please
contact: Julia Gibson - St Patrick’s; Ann Foster — St Mary’s; Chris Higgins — St John’s.

THE BRICK: The Wigan Family of Parishes are supporting The Brick charity this autumn/winter in
their ongoing appeals.

During December it will be 'Fill A Plate for Christmas'- Food items .

Please see the posters on notice boards that give more information about what is required and
bring any donations to the churches and leave in collection areas We will arrange to collect and
deliver these to The Brick.

ST PATRICK’S CHRISTMAS MEMORY TREE: Purchase a name tag (£1 each), from the Piety Stall, write
the name of a deceased loved one and place it on the tree. All proceeds to ongoing church restoration
ST PATRICK’S VOLUNTEER DRIVE: Please return your volunteer forms to the box at the back of the
church as soon as possible. Thank you for considering how you can help share your gifts and talents to
support the smooth running of the Church.

ST PATRICK’S GOLD VESTMENT: In thanksgiving, a new Gold Vestment set has recently been pur-
chased in Rome. It will be worn at Christmas, Easter and other special feasts, including St Patrick’s Day.
The set features an embroidered Celtic cross - a fitting design! A retiring collection will be taken as you
leave the 9:15am Mass this Sunday and next for anyone who wishes to contribute towards the cost.

TRAIN to TEACH with WCPA: Open Evening: Tuesday 16" December, 4-6:00pm at St Patrick’s.
To book your place, email: WCPA@saintpatricks.wigan.sch.uk To apply, visit the government website,
search “Wigan”, and look for our course code Vg12.

CAFOD Christmas Fun Run: All are welcome at CAFOD’s annual Christmas Fun Run at Wavertree
Sports Park, L15 4LE on Saturday 27 December 2025. Registration open from 10am, and the run sets
off at 11am. Routes 3k and 5k options available, pram friendly route and dogs on leads are welcome
too. Festive attire is encouraged! We’d love to raise more sponsorship from this event. For a sponsor
form or interest in volunteering at the event, please email John on jwoods@cafod.org.uk or sign up
now by visiting cafod.org.uk/christmasfunrun Entry Fees: £10 adults | £5 children | £20 family ticket
We’'re looking for some extra help to marshal the route, as well as helping with the sale of raffle tick-
ets and hot drinks on the day. If you know someone who could help us out, please do get in touch!”

WELCOME: We extend a warm welcome to Oliver and Francesca, who will be baptised by Fr Paul at
St Patrick’s this Sunday. They are the first baptisms to be celebrated in the church since March. We
offer our thanks to everyone who has helped prepare the Baptismal Font this week.

The Parish Important dates for your diary...
Sunday 14™ December 6.00pm Christingle Service St John’s
Friday 19" December 12.40pm St Patrick’s Primary School Advent Service St Patrick’s Church
Wednesday 17" December 12.30pm | Christmas Keep in Touch St Mary’s Presbytery
Sunday 21* December St Patrick’s Crib & Christmas Tree decorating after Mass
Sunday 21* December 6.00pm Peace Vigil St John’s - Prayer & reflection

Wednesday 24" December g.00am | St John’s Crib & Christmas Tree decorating

Wednesday 18" March 2026 Archbishop’s Visit St Patrick’s Church
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