
 

Fifth sunday of Easter Yr b    2nd May 2021 

‘You, Lord, are my praise in the great assembly’ 
 

Saturday: Vigil Mass 1.5   5.00pm: Mary & John Yates 

Sunday 2.5   9.00am: Parishioners 

Monday             3.5 12.00pm: Stanley Allen 

Tuesday             4.5   8.30am: Joseph Worthington 

Wednesday        5.5 12.00pm: David Brogan 

Thursday 6.5 12.00pm: Patrick McAllister 

Friday 7.5 12.00pm: Fr John Kearns C.P. 

Saturday  8.5 10.00:am: Winnie Pemberton 

Exposition after Mass 

Confessions, in the sacristy only: 11.00-11.45am and 4.30-4.45pm  

Saturday Vigil Mass 8.5   5.00pm: Parishioners 

SUNDAY  

Sixth of Easter 

9.5   9.00am: Michael & Delia Barrett 

Feasts & Memorials this week: Monday: The Feast of SS Philip & James, Apostles 

Tuesday: The Feast of the English Martyrs.  

…… remember in your prayers …… 

Sick: Please pray for: Hannah Mansfield, Audrey O’Donohue, Fr Albert Shaw, John Ward. 

All the sick, especially those close to us; for the medical and caring professions; for the anxious and lonely;                                               

for the government ministers and those who make decisions; for our health and for peace. 

Lately Dead: Sydney Smith, Fr John Kearns, Brian Burke, Bernice Teresa Sedgwick, Terence Windsor. 

Anniversaries: Davis Brogan, Patrick McAllister, Thomas McNulty, Mary Yates, John Reynolds, Annie Reynolds, 

Alice Alker, Bill Halliwell, Harold Heyes. 

Mass Intentions: Sydney Smith, David Brogan, Zachariah’s Intention, Terry Windsor, Fr John Kearns CP,                    

Patrick (Paddy) McAllister, Brian Burke. 

 

 

KEEPING SAFE & KEEPING THE CHURCHES OPEN 

Please, as always, remember: to observe social distancing at all times; clean your hands thoroughly before coming 

into church and leaving; follow the stewards’ directions concerning seating and Holy Communion; stay seated 

until you are asked to leave your bench by a steward; wear your face covering at all times; do not leave anything 

on the bench when you leave; move away from the church doors quickly after Mass.  

If you are feeling unwell, please stay at home and follow NHS instructions. 

The Sunday Mass obligation has been relaxed. This is to reduce numbers in the church at one time. Please consider 

attending Mass during the week instead of Saturday or Sunday. 

St Mary’s Church needs more stewards and cleaners. If you can help at Mass please give your name and contact 

details to one of the team. 

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

 
ALL MASS INTENTIONS AND NEWSLETTER REQUESTS can be left at the presbytery in a marked envelope 

or sent to the parish office at the email address: ssmary.john@caolp.co.uk  

More news and information can be found on St William’s Parish website: www.stwilliamparishwigan.org 

And Facebook Pages: ‘St John's RC Church, Standishgate, Wigan’ & ‘St Patrick’s Catholic Church Wigan 

 

   The Parish & Church of St Mary 
Parish Priest: Fr John Johnson. 

St Mary’s Presbytery, Standishgate, Wigan, WN1 1XL. 

Tel: 01942 242066; Email: ssmary.john@rcaolp.co.uk 

www.stwilliamparishwigan.org 
 

     St Mary’s Church is open for Mass & services  

                                                 only at the given times during the Covid pandemic                 
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Following the announcement of the death of Fr Kearns, I sent an email to Fr Martin CP. 
 

Dear Fr Martin C P,  On behalf of the parishioners of St Mary’s and St John ‘s parishes Wigan I wish to  

reassure you and the Congregation of our prayers and our gratitude for all the pastoral help and friendship given to 

us by Fr John in his time he was with us here at Wigan and I ask if you would kindly convey our love and sympathy 

to his mum and brother Anthony and to the Passionist family in the English Province. 

Yours sincerely, Fr J. Johnson. 

Dear Fr Johnson, thank you for your kind message. I will certainly pass on your message to John's mum and brother, 

Anthony, as well as to our Passionist family here in England. 

With all good wishes, Martin 

Obituary: Fr John Kearns CP: Fr John Kearns CP died peacefully in the company of loved ones in 

his home city of Birmingham on the evening of Wednesday. 14th April 2021, after a short spell of illness. He 
was 56 years old. 

Born in Birmingham, after completing his A levels, John began a career in banking . However, it was then that 
he felt a call to religious life. In response to an advert in a Catholic newspaper, John paid a visit to Fr Timothy 
Cullen CP, the Passionist Vocation Director at that time, who was based at St Non's Retreat in 
Pembrokeshire, and this set him on the road to becoming a Passionist. 

He began his time of formation at Minsteracres making his first profession of vows on 13th September 1991 
and final profession on 14th September 1995; studying also for a Bachelor of Divinity and Masters in Ethics at 
Heythrop College.  

John's first pastoral placement was at St Anne and Blessed Dominic's in Sutton, also the location of the shrine to Passionists 
Blessed Dominic Barberi, Venerable Ignatius Spencer and Venerable Elizabeth Prout. He was ordained to the priesthood there by 
Bishop William Kenney CP on 5th July 1997 and became assistant to Fr Mark White CP as well as working alongside Sister Brigid 
Murphy CP in the local prison and with Sister Eileen O' Riordan CP on the parish. When Fr Mark moved and the Passionist 
monastery was demolished, John became Parish Priest and lived with Frs Luke Magee CP and Richard Appleyard CP. John 
always had a yearning to work with the disadvantaged and found his niche as chaplain to young offenders, notably at Hindley 
Prison near Wigan, a role he was to enjoy for over twenty years and in which he excelled. 

His commitment to the marginalised was also witnessed in his co-founding of Austin Smith House, Sparkhill, Birmingham where he 
lived for the last eight years with fellow Passionist Fr Martin Newell CP in a house of hospitality for destitute asylum seekers. John 
made real the Passionist charism of 'keeping alive the memory of Christ's Passion' by serving the crucified of today like Saint Paul 
of the Cross, founder of the Congregation of the Passion. 

At the Passionist Province Chapter in 2013, he was elected as Provincial and was coming to the end of his second term of office 
when illness struck. He accepted his diagnosis with admirable equanimity, telling concerned family and friends that he was 'at 
peace' with his situation.   His faith was based on the belief that the Passion of Jesus is the most overwhelming example of God's 
love for each one of us. We pray that John's family, confreres, and friends find consolation and reassurance in knowing that John is 
now enjoying the company of the risen Lord whom he loved so well and served so faithfully in the least of his sisters and brothers. 
May he rest in peace. 

Fr John's funeral funeral will take place at Erdington Abbey. Further details will be announced soon.……… 

 

FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR with Eucharistic Service: St Mary’s, Lowe House, St Helens.  

Friday 7th May at 3.00pm. 
 

THE RED BOXES: Through our parish Red Boxes and individual donations St Mary’s raised £439.90 during 

2020.  Missio would like to thank you for your continued support.  Communities around the world are so grateful that 

people here in Wigan are supporting them through payer and generous donations. If you wish to take a Red Box in 

your home, it will be collected twice a year please contact Mary Sharkey (07808 889775). 
 

THE WIGAN LOURDES CHARITY SHOPS: Can you help us to help others? Have you a morning or afternoon (or 

even a day) to spare? Staff are required at the Lourdes Charity Shops on Wigan Lane. For more information and to 

volunteer, please contact Maureen: 01942 619996.  Thank you and God bless. Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us. 

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH for your generous donations to CAFOD Lent Appeal: £425, Nugent: £90.00, 

(Nugent receives the Lenten Alms and Crib offerings), and Holy Places: £255.00 

The Priests’ Training Fund is still open for donations.  

The World Communications collection is on 15th/16th May. 
 

 

POLITE REQUEST: please would you check your change, loose coins and notes before putting it in the collection 

basket. Old or foreign currency or tokens make counting very difficult and none is accepted at the Post Office. Thank 

you.  We are very grateful. 


